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Assignment #1- Title Page 

Assignment #2- Table of Contents 

Assignment #3 

 

Opinion Piece Topics 

Choose a topic from the following topic choices.  You must choose one of the 

following topics. 

1.  Fishing seasons should be made shorter in order to ensure that fish 

populations are large enough to support the fishing industry 

 

2. All teams in professional sports should lower ticket prices so EVERY family 

can have the opportunity to attend a game. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Writing a Series of Paragraphs Expressing an Opinion    Name: 

Task: Write a minimum of three paragraphs expressing an opinion on the topic below.  Develop your idea with 

supporting details, facts and examples. 

Topic: Choose your topic from the previous page and write it here: 

 

       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thesis Statement: (Yes or No) Yes/no I do not 

think that: 

______________ because 

(reason 1) ______________________________ 

_______________________________________ 

_______________________________________ 

_______________________________________ 

(reason 2) ______________________________ 

_______________________________________ 

_______________________________________ 

_______________________________________ 

(reason 3) ______________________________ 

_______________________________________ 

_______________________________________ 

_______________________________ 

 

Topic Sentence: Write reason 1 from introductory Paragraph 

_______________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________ 

Supporting statement for #1/Conclusion  

_______________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________ 

Topic Sentence: Write reason 2 from introductory Paragraph 

_____________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________ 

Supporting statement for #2/Conclusion  

_____________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________ 

 

Topic Sentence: Write reason 2 from introductory 

Paragraph 

____________________________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

____________________________________________ 

Supporting statement for #2/Conclusion  

____________________________________________ 

____________________________________________ 

____________________________________________ 

____________________________________________ 

 

 

Conclusion, (restate thesis) ______________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________ 

Summarize Supporting Reasons __________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________ 



 

OLC 401- Opinion Piece Format 

 The opinion piece has 5 paragraphs.  After filling in a “Writing Series of Paragraphs Expressing an 

Opinion” handout, use the following template to help you write your opinion piece.   

Paragraph #1- Introduction 

 State your thesis (your “yes” or “no” statement) 

 State your three supporting arguments 

Example: Yes, I believe that Fellowes High School is the best High School in all of Renfrew County 

because, it has great school spirit, it offers great programs and because it has the best teachers in the 

entire county. 

Paragraph #2- Body Paragraph #1 

 Restate your thesis 

 Restate your first supporting argument 

 Expand and explain your FIRST supporting argument 

 Conclude your body paragraph by writing “Therefore” and then restating your thesis and your FIRST 

supporting argument 

 

Paragraph #3- Body Paragraph #2 

 Restate your thesis 

 Restate your SECOND supporting argument 

 Expand and explain your SECOND supporting argument 

 Conclude your body paragraph by writing “Therefore” and then restating your thesis and your 

SECOND supporting argument 

Paragraph #4- Body Paragraph #3 

 Restate your thesis 

 Restate your THIRD supporting argument 

 Expand and explain your THIRD supporting argument 

 Conclude your body paragraph by writing “Therefore” and then restating your thesis and your 

THIRD supporting argument 

Paragraph #5- Conclusion 

 Write “Therefore” 

 Restate your thesis and your three supporting arguments (your introduction) 

 

 



Assignment #4- Writing a Narrative 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 



Assignment #5- Reflection 

OLC 401- Writing a Reflective Paragraph 

Remember that you are supposed to be writing a personal story - stick to your topic and use your own 
experiences without going off on different tracks. 
 
The aim of the opening paragraph is to get the reader involved in the author’s story including interesting details, 
personal experiences. The style must be very vivid and therefore to appeal to the reader.   
 
The Opening paragraph should talk about: 1. The mistake  2.  Who was involved 3.  When did it happen 4.  Where it 
happened 5.  How it happened 
 
The Second Paragraph should reflect upon what you would have done differently and how this mistake changed your 
life.  It should also talk about how others viewed/ or would have viewed you. 

 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 



Assignment #6- Descriptive Paragraph 

OLC 401- Writing Descriptive Paragraphs 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

  

 

 

Purpose: to describe a person, place, thing 

to create a clear vivid picture with words 

Next, you will put these details into sentences and organize the sentences into a paragraph.  Add the senses of touch 

and hearing to your paragraph wherever possible. Describe certain textures and sounds. For example: "The silk 

garment felt smooth and fluid over my skin, and it had the sound of a gentle breeze." 

 

Read more: How to Write a Descriptive Paragraph | eHow.com http://www.ehow.com/how_2065748_write-

descriptive-paragraph.html#ixzz1I1FghYVX 
 

Now you will revise your descriptive paragraph, concentrating on its organization. That is, you will check to see that 

your sentences follow a clear and logical order, each detail related to the one that came before and leading to the 

one that follows 

Use similes and metaphors when you write your descriptive paragraph. These literary devices strengthen your 

paragraph if used properly.  For example: “my pillow felt as soft as a cloud 

 

 
 

Writing Tips: Give a lot of describing 

words.  Give sensory details: sight, sound, 

smell, taste and touch 

1. Once you have settled on a topic for your descriptive paragraph collect some details, you're ready to assemble 

those details in a rough draft that begins with a topic sentence. 

Pay attention to the details and show the reader what you mean. Specific details create word pictures that can make 

writing more interesting and easier to understand.  Describe particular smells and tastes in the paragraph. Use the 

most descriptive words possible to allow the reader to smell or taste what you are describing. For example: "The 

homemade cookies filled the air with the scent of warm chocolate, and the chocolate morsels filled your mouth with 

the taste of cocoa." 

 

Read more: How to Write a Descriptive Paragraph | eHow.com http://www.ehow.com/how_2065748_write-

descriptive-paragraph.html#ixzz1I1FCVkju 
 

You're almost done. It's now time to invite someone else (a classmate, for example, or your instructor) to read your 

descriptive paragraph and suggest ways to improve it. 

http://www.ehow.com/how_2065748_write-descriptive-paragraph.html#ixzz1I1FghYVX
http://www.ehow.com/how_2065748_write-descriptive-paragraph.html#ixzz1I1FghYVX
http://www.ehow.com/how_2065748_write-descriptive-paragraph.html#ixzz1I1FghYVX
http://www.ehow.com/how_2065748_write-descriptive-paragraph.html#ixzz1I1FCVkju
http://www.ehow.com/how_2065748_write-descriptive-paragraph.html#ixzz1I1FCVkju
http://www.ehow.com/how_2065748_write-descriptive-paragraph.html#ixzz1I1FCVkju


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

Self/Peer/Teacher Revisions 

My topic is 

 

Some details about my topic: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Topic Sentence: 

 

Descriptive Words I can use 
Similes or Metaphors I can use to describe details 

Rough Paragraph 



Assignment #8- Informational Paragraph 

Informational Paragraphs 

A paragraph is a series of sentences that are organized and coherent, and are all related to a single 
topic. Almost every piece of writing we do that is longer than a few sentences should be organized into 
paragraphs. 

The information paragraph might describe a place, character, or process; narrate a series of events; 
compare or contrast two or more things; classify items into categories; or describe causes and effects. 

Regardless of the kind of information they contain, all paragraphs share certain characteristics. One 
of the most important of these is a topic sentence. 

Topic Sentence: 

A well-organized paragraph supports or develops a single controlling idea, which is expressed in a 
sentence called the topic sentence. A topic sentence has several important functions: 

• It unifies the content of a paragraph and directs the order of the sentences 
• It advises the reader of the subject to be discussed and how the paragraph will 
discuss it 
• Readers generally look to the first few sentences in a paragraph to determine 
the subject and perspective of the paragraph. That's why it's often best to put the 
topic sentence at the very beginning of the paragraph. 

Paragraph Structure: 

Paragraphs have a three-part structure—introduction, body, and conclusion. You can see this structure 
in paragraphs whether they are narrating, describing, comparing, contrasting, or analyzing information or just 
simply giving information. 

Each part of the paragraph plays an important role in communicating your meaning to your reader. 

1. Introduction : the first section of a paragraph; should include the topic sentence and 
any other sentences at the beginning of the paragraph that give background information 
or provide a transition. 

2. Body : follows the introduction; discusses the controlling idea, using facts, arguments, 
analysis, examples, and other information. 

3. Conclusion : the final section; summarizes the connections between the information 
discussed in the body of the paragraph and the paragraph's controlling idea. 

 

 

 



Writing the Informational Paragraph 

When you write a well-constructed information paragraph, remember the following things: 

• Before you begin to write, choose at least 4 related details (facts and information) 
• Identify the main idea of your paragraph hi the topic sentence 
• Use the 4 related details to create 3 to 5 supporting sentences. 
• Organize the facts and details in a way that is easy to follow, such as 

chronological or time order. 
• Use connecting words between ideas and sentences to help the reader follow 

along. 
• All details and facts must support the main idea hi the topic sentence. 
• Provide a concluding sentence for your paragraph 
• Use correct spelling, grammar and punctuation so that your paragraph is clear and 

easy to read. 

• Piecing Together Your Paragraph (Follow the Directions) 

• Some Suggestions: 
• Choose a Topic - "How To . " (drive a car, replace a ball-joint, plan the perfect party, 
• survive a night of babysitting, quit smoking, get through high-school, beat your favourite video-game, how 
to shoot a free-throw, how to get a date, etc.) 

• -  "Compare and Contrast" (being a kid versus being a teenager, two places you have 
visited/lived, two fast-food restaurants, two professional athletes, how you are treated versus how your 
brother/sister is treated, etc.) 

Choose 4 related details: 

1. 

 

2. 

 

3. 

 

4. 

 

 



 

Introductory Sentence: 

Topic Chosen + brief examples from Related Details 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Body Sentences: 

Now use the 4 Related Details to create 3 to 5 supporting sentences. 

1.________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

 

2.________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

3.________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

4.________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_________________________________________________________________________ 



5.________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

Organization: 

Now, organize these Body Sentences into some sort of logical order (chronological, order of importance, etc.) 

Use connecting words between ideas and sentences to help the reader follow along. You may add sentences if 
necessary. 

Concluding Sentence: 

This sentence sums up what you have discussed in your paragraph. 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Proofread, Revise, and Edit 

Have somebody read over your paragraph and revise any errors and edit any mistakes 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 



 


